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Pankha 

Hand Operated Fan This history of pankha, a type of handheld fan, is traced back to the ancient times for use in temples to fan 

by deities, by attendants to fan kings and by women. There is a mention of fans in the Mahabharata and also in the 
Sakshi Gambhir Bible. In its original sense in South Asia, pankha (or punkah) is typically made from single frond of palmyra palm 
IDC, IIT Bombay or a woven square of bamboo strips, rattan or other plant fibre, that can be rotated or fanned. 


Pankhas are a product of artistic skill and ingenuity, reflecting the aesthetic sensibility of its maker. These are as 
beautiful in form, design & detail as these are functional. Infact, they are a miniature compendium of art and love. 
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Pankha 

Hand Operated Fan Manjitha is a tiny village in the tehsil/ mandal of Banki in the Barabanki district of Uttar Pradesh. Whereas the 

by major occupation of the people here is farming, the village has an interesting mix of crafts - Pankha (fan-making), 
Sakshi Gambhir Daliya (basketry) and pottery. 
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Hand Operated Fan Whereas the men take care of their farmlands (some even go to work a job in the city of Lucknow), the women 
by look after daily household chores. When they get done with that, they engage themselves in the crafts of basket- 
Sakshi Gambhir ry and pankha making. Their crafts are a reflection of their creativity, aesthetics, finesse and love for color! 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


In Manjitha, pankhas and baskets filled with grains, rice and pulses are given to each bride in her wedding, as is 
customary. Other than that, the fans are used by everyone in the village, like other parts of rural India, which 
unfortunately has its share of daily power-cuts. 
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Women of Manjitha village working together. 
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Tall wild grass growing along canals and ponds in the village is torn apart and used as the raw material for these 
pankhas. Locally it is referred to as moonja/ chirwa/ pharra. Several other materials including cloth, bamboo, 
palm leaf, straw and mat are also used. 


Moonja is boiled in different colors and left to dry in the sun for a few days before it is used to construct a fan. 
Once, the pattern and color combination of the pankha is decided, women start to weave the design - each 

one being unique, imaginative and exquisite. These patterns follow grid/ geometry, requiring immense mental 
calculation and precision. Popular motifs include birds, animals, flowers and geometrical shapes. Once the base 
of the pankha, usually a square or a circle, is ready with the pattern, a contrasting or matching cloth is sewn on 
all the edges so that the straw/ moonja gets a well finished periphery. This is then decorated with tassles and 
small flowers made out of waste cloth that these women find in their neighborhood. Lastly, the handle of the fan, 
made from a split bamboo stick is attached, making it a revolving hand-held pankha. It takes two to three days to 
complete a fan. 


Threads in a basket. 
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This documentation was done by Sakshi Gambhir, M. Des., IDC, IIT Bombay. 
You can get in touch with her at sakshigambhir[at]gmail.com 


You could write to the following address regarding suggestions and 
clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay, 

Powai 

Mumbai 400076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


